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and Saviour Jcfus Chriil, and arc not in dignity equal to 
him. Hooker, b . li, f 6. 

2. Grandeur of mien; elevation of afpe£h 

Some men have a native dignity^ which will procure them 
more regard by a look, than others can obtain by the moft 
imperious commands. Clariffa. 

4, Advancement; preferment; high place. 

Kafter than Ipring-time fhow’rs comes thought on thought, 
And not a thought but thinks on dignity* Shake], Henry VI. 

For thole of old. 

And thefe late dignities heap’d up to them* 

Sbaiefp cards M achtih. 

4, [Among ecclefiaflicks.] By a dignity wc underftand that pro- 
motion or preferment to which any juriidiftion is annexed. 

/lylijjd s Payer gen. 

5* Maxims ; general principles ; y.vpsdi 

The feienccs concluding from dignities, and principles 
known by themfelves, receive not fall faction from probable 
reafons* much lets from bare and peremptory alley era rions. 

Brwns Vulgar Err ours, Ik 1 . c. 7. 

6. [In aftrology.] The planet is in dignity when it is in any 

fign. 

Dicnq'tion. n.f [from digmfee, Lat.] Diftindion; dilhn- 
guifhing mark. 

That temperamental dig wt ions, and conjeffore of prevalent 
humours, may be collected from fpots in our nails, wc are not 
averfe to concede. Brown's Vulgar Mrvo un * L v* e. 21. 

To DIGRE SS, v* »• [digreffus^ Latin.} 

1. To turn out of the road. 

2. To depart from the main defign of a difcqurfe, or chief 
tenonr of an argument. 

In the purlin t of an argument there is hardly room to 
dlgrefs Into a particular definition* as often as a man varies 
the fignification of any term. N Locke* 

3. To wander; to expatiate. 

It feemeth, to digrefs no farther, that the Tartar ians, fpread- 
ing fo far, cannot be the Ifraelites. Breremood. 

4. To go out of the right way* or common track; to tranf- 
grefs; to deviate. 

I am come to keep my word* 

Though In feme part am forced to dignfs. 

Which at more lei fure I will fo cxcuie 
As you fhall well be fatisfied. Sheik. Taming of the Shrew* 
Thy noble fhape is but a form of wax, 

Digrejjtng from the valour of a man. Sheik. Romeo and finish 

DfGRE'ssiOtt, n.f [eligref ia, Latin.] . 

j. A pafllige deviating from the main tenonr or defign of a 
difeourfe. 

The good man thought fo much of his late conceived com- 
monwealth* that all other matters were but digicom to 
him. Sidney* b/u 

He, flit knew, would intermix 
Grateful digrej/ionsj and iolve high difputc 
With conjugal cart Ills. MUfftH Paretdije Lojl, b. viin 

Here fome digrejfion 1 mu ft make, t accufe 
Thee, my forgetful and ungrateful mufe. Denham* 

To content and fill the eye ot the uiidvrftandlng* the be ft 
authors fprmkle their works with plcahng digrijjions, uiih 
which they recreate the minds ot their readers, L ryd. Dufrejn. 
Deviation. 

The dlgrrfftn of the fun Is not equal; but near the equL 
nodltiul imerie£tions } it is right and greater; neai the loJilices, 
more oblique and lefier* Brown *$ V ulga i Errmtrs, t - y i. e. 4. 

Di | uuic a i :on. n. /I ^dijudicatio, Latin. J Judicial djftinctiun# 
Dike* n.f, [bic* Saxon; dyk, Erie.] 

1, A channel tn receive water. 

The dykes are fill’d, and with a roaring found ^ 

The vifing rivers float the nether ground. Dr d* Virg, Ge * 
The ting ot dykes J than whom no fluice of mud 
With deeper fable blots the itlvcr flood. Pope 5 Dimctud* 

2. A mound to hinder inundations. 

God, that breaks up the flood-gates of fo great a deluge, 
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rend; to force in two* 

The infant, at the accomplifhed period, ftrugglmg to come 
forth, Lila cerates and breaks thole parts which reftrained him 
before Brown's Vulgar Erreurs y b iii. c. o. 

Di 1 ACER a/tion* n.f, [from dtlaccratio, Latin.] I he act of 

rending in two. r , 

The great eft fen fa ri on of pain is by the obftiudion of the 

final! veftels* and Slaceraiim of the nervous fibres. 

Arif at not m Did* 

To Dila'niate, v. a. [dilanh^ Latin.] 1 o tear ; to rend in 

pieces, v . 

Rather than they would dilamate the entrails ot tliesr own 

mother, and expofb her thereby to be ravifhed, they met ia i 
way ‘m a gallant kind. Phwet s Eng*. Ten j s. 

To DILAPIDATE* v.a . [4^^ Latin- J To ruin; to 
throw down. 


I) I L 

DiLAPiDA^TroK. n.f, [Slapidaiky Latin.] The incumbent’s 
fuftering the chancel, or any other edifices of his eccldLftical 
living, co go to ruin or decay* by ne^efling to repair the 
fame : and it like wife extends to his committing, or fufferinz 
to be committed, any wilful wafte in or upon the glebe-woods 
or any other inheritance of the church. Ajifffs Pmer«J 
3 Ti$ the duty of all church-wardens to prevent the dilarL 
riatmis of the diancel and manfioit-houfe beloE^inir f 0 
rector or vicar. ^ jfylijfds Partrgm, 

D lata BiLity. n.f [from dilatable.] Tlie quality of ad- 
mitting extenfion. 

\\ c take notice of the wonderful dihiaiHity or exteefive- 
nefs of the gullets of ferpents : J have taken two adult mice 
out of the ftomach of an adder* whole neck was not higher 
than my little finger. Ray m thg Grcafr tm 

By this continual contraftibilky and dilatability^ by different 
degrees of heat, the air is kept in a conftant motion, Arbuthn. 

Dila ; i alli:. ad ], [from dilate.'] Capable of extenfion. 

Tlie windpipe divides itfelf into n great number of branches 
called bronchia ; thefe end in fmall air-bladders* dilatable and 
contract trie, capable to be inflated by the ad mi ill on of air* 
and to fubfide at die expullion of it. Arhuihmt tn Ad utnt. 

Di l a t A ’r j ok. 7 h /' [ from dilatation Latin . ] 

1. T’he act of extending into greater fpace 

The motions of tlie renutte, by contracrion and dilaUnbn 
are fo eafy and fo fubile* thatjou can hardly conceive or 
diftmguifh them aright. Holder* 

2. The Rate of being extended ; the ftatc in which the parts are 
at more diftance from each other* 

Joy eaufeth a cheermlncfi and vigour in the eyes; fin-* 
ing, leaping, dancing* and fometi roes tears : all thefe are the 
effeeris of the dilatation^ and coming forth of the fpirits into 
the outward parts, which imkeih them more lively and 
flirring* Paeon $ ,\ a urai Rifor\\ 

The image of the fun fbotild be drawn out into an oblong 
form* either by a di at at ion of every ray* or by any other 
cafual inequality of the refractions, Kcwtcns Opt. Experim, 
To DILA TE* £T. [dibit, Latin ] 

1 * To extend ; to fpread out ; to enlarge. 

But ye thereby much greater glory gate* 

Than had ye forted with a prince’s peer ; 

For now your light doth more itfelf dilate^ 

And in my daiknefs gi eater doth appear. Spetftn 

Satan alarmTJ* 

Collecting all his might, dilated flood* 

Like T cue rift, or Atlas, unremov'd. Trillion s P aradfc Lf. 

Opener of mine eyes, 

Dim erft ; dilated fpkfits, ampler heart, 

And growing up to godhead : w hich for thee 

Chiefly I fought ; without thee, can tkfpifo Milt. Pc. Lcfn 

Through all the air his founding firings dilate 
Sorrow, like that which tcuehkbour hearts of late. PVtxlLr. 

Diffus’d* it rifes in a higher fphere ; 

DLaies Its drops, anti fofiens in to-eir. Prior. 

I mark the various fury of the winds; 

Thcfe neither feafons guide, nor order binds: 

They now dilate, and now contrail their force; 

Various their fpecd. but cud left i> their courfc. Prior. 
Tlie fecond refraction would fpread the rays one way us 
much as the firft doth another, and fo dilate the image in 
breadth as much as the firft doth in length* R nut ms Opt. 

2. To relate at large; to tell diffufdy and copioufiy. 

put he would not endure that woful thcam 
For to dilate at large; hut urged fore, 

W ith piercing words* and pitiful implore 
Him hafty to arife. Fairy ^ueen^ Ik i\, cant. 5. fan, 3; 

I obferving* 

Took once a pliant hour* and found good means 
Tod raw from her a prayer of earnelt heart* 

That I would all my pilgrimage 

V\ liercof by parcels foe had fomething , . . 

But not ditevcly. ShakefpearA 1 Othdk 

To Dila te, v, n . 

1 . To widen ; to grow wide. f 

HIs heart dilutes and glories in his ftrength. Mmjm* 

2. To fpeak largely and coploufly. 

It mav be bchovdnl for princes, in matters of grace, « 
ti-anfact the fame pubiickiy, and by themfelves i or their mt- 
niflm to dilate upon it, and improve rbeir iuilre, by any J ■ ' 

tion or eloquence of fpeech. ar f] 

DiLA'Toe. n.f [from dilate.} That which widens orexten - 

The buccinator es* or blowers tip ot the chteks* an 
dilators of the nofe* are too ftrong in cliddrick . * 

Di'latoRIKESS, n.J. [from dilatory.] The qua , t} D 

dilatory; flownefs; iluggillmefs. T ■* q% r 4 v; 

DEL A TORY* «dj. ^ ^ 


ilow ; given to procraft in art ion ; addicted to L.e.^v , * 


loitering. 


An inferior council, after former tedious 
court, would be but dilettwy, and fo to title purpo . 
Wbot wound did ever heal but by degrees t 



it 
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Thou know’ ft we work by wit, and not - by witchcraft j 
And wit depends on dilatory time. Sboitj'peeirr s UiheJo, 
Thefo cardinals trifle with iue : I abhor 
This diiati’y floti), and tricks of Rome- ibak. HtttryVlll. 

Diht ry fortune plays the jilt 
With the brave* noble, honeft, gallant man, 

To throw 1 lerl blf away on for Is and knaves Otway's Orph. 
A dilatory temper commits innumerable cruelties without 
<kf iE r n ’ Addifms Spetfatcr, N R 469, 

Dilectjo^t. n*f [f itlckhtty Latin.] 1 he act of loving* 

k indue ft. 

So free is Chrift’s ditch on, that the grand condition of our 
fiiicity is our belief. Boy.es Seraph. Lrje. 

Dilemma, n j . 


D I M 

Dilute r. n f [from diluted] That which makes any thing 

elfe dllm .1 r & 

Water is the on! ydilutrr, and the beft diiToh cot cf mon. of 

tltf tiwredients of our aiiment. Arbudnct on Aliments. 

Dii.m tion. n. f. [dihth, Lat j The aft of making any thing 

thin or weak. . . , . 

Oppofue to di'nt ion is coagulation, or thickening, which is 

performed be diftipating the moft liquid pans by heat, or by 

iiifijiualins fome fubftances, which make the parts of the Cuid 

Arbuthnni 01 Aliments. 


cohere more ilrungly. 


del 


uge. 


An 


argument 


equally conclufive by contrary fuppofitfons. 

A young rhetorician applied to an olri fophili to be caught the 
arc of pleading, and bargained for a certain reward to be 
paid, when he foould gain a caufe, 1 "he mafic r fued for his 
reward, and the fcholar endeavoured to elude his claim by a 
dilemma: Iff :iin mycaufo* 1 ihail withold your pay, becaufe 
ftie judge’s award will fce againft you; if J lofc it, I may with- 
hold it, becaufe I fii.Jl ih t yet have gained a eaufe. On the 
contrary, fays the matter, if you gain your eaufe, you muft 
pL^y me* becaufe vou arc to pav me when vou gaini a cauic ; 
it you lofe it, you muft pay me, becaufe the judges will 

award it. ( 

A di at 7JA7, th a t h I ft . op M or to n th c ch a nc t: \ ) or 1 ) fc d , to ra i fe 

benevuLncc, fome called his.fork* and fomo his crutch. 

Rat on s Henry \ IL 

Ifi.pe, whole weak [icing ruin'd is 

Alike ii it fuected, and if it mils ; 

V/hpin good or id does equally confound, 

And both the horns of fate’s dilemma wound. Cowley. 
2 . A difficult or doubtful choice; a vexatious alternative. 

A iirury diLmma in a defp’rate cafe ! 

To act wi:h infamy, or quit the place. Swift* 

A dire ; either way Fm fped ; 

If foes, they write, if friend ., they read me dead. Pope. 
Dr licence. 11 f [did genii a, Latin, j Induitry; aftiduity ; 
confiancy iiv bufinefs; continuance of endeavour; uninter- 
mitted application* the contrary to idlcncft. 

Do thy diligence to come flioitly unto me. 2 L irn iv, 9, 

Brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election 
fure. 2 Pet* L f o. 

DI LIGENT- ad}, [diligent, Latin.] 

j - Cor font in application ; perfecting in endeavour ; aftkluous; 
not idle; not negligent; not lazy. 

Sceft thou a man diligent in his bafinefe l he fhall ftand 
before kings. Prov, xxii. 29* 

2, Ctmftamly applied; profecutcd with activity and perfeve- 
rance ; aftiduo.us, 

And tlie judges foal! make diligent inc]uifttion. Deidr xix* 
Dili c - e n t t i . adv. [ from diligen t .] \ V I th affi’uit y ; w 1 1 h 

heed and perfevc ranee ; not caMeflv; not idly ; not negli- 
gently. 

j r you inquire not attentively and diRgectS^ you Hull never 
be -ale to difeern u number of .nechanica) motions. Bacon. 

i he ancients have di/igeitfy examined in what con lifts the 
beauty or good pot fores. Dry dais Dujhfncy* 

Dill. n. f [^ie, Saxon.] 

It ha h a flc!ider* fibrofc, annual root : the leaves are like 
thok of fcnsid ; the feeds arc oval, plain* i Leaked, and bor- 
dered 

Di l is rai.fi. d of feed, which ft ripe in A u grift. Mortimer, 
D I L U LID, adj , # [ dll a das, Lat in J 
1. Clear; phun; not opaque. 

2- Clear ; plain ; at it obfuure. 

‘ ifo D i l i ; c id ate. v. a [from diludiare , Lat in, ] To make 
dear or plain ; to explain ; to free from obicurity. 

I foall not traducc^Dr extenuate* but explain and dilucidate * 
acconling to theculiom of the ancients. Brown s Vu, Err. Pr, 
Dilucica rioxc n.f [ trom d; tuci da tin. ] 1 he a fit of makin 


Dilu vial, adj. [from diluvium, Lat.] Relating to 1 

Supjidfe that this di kadi an lake foould nfe to the mounts n 
tr^p.s In one place* aid not diffufe itfelf equally into : II coun- 
tries about. Burned s Theory of the Earth. 

DIM. adj. Mmmf, Saxon; dy y \v elfo; dew, Efie.J 

1 . Nor having a quick fight; not feeing cfeirly. 

For her true form, how can my fpark dilccrn* 

Which, dim by nature* art did never clear l Davies. 

2. Dull of apprehen fieri. 

The underftand ing is dim, and cannot by its natural light 
d I Lover ipiritual tiiiths. Rger s s Sermons. 

3. Not clearly fecit* obfeure ; imperfedlly difeovered. 

We might be able to aim nt fome dim and feeming con- 
ception* how matter might begin to exift by the power of that 
eternal firft Being, Locke. 

Something, 115 dim to our internal view. 

Is thus perhaps the eaufe of all vve do. Pope, EpijB i. 

4. Obftructmg the d(b of vifion ; not luminous; famewhat 
dark. 

Her face right wondfoous fair did feem to be* 

That her broad beauty's beam great bright nets threw 
Through the dim ihadc, that all men might It fee. Fad 
To Dim. v. a. [from the adjediive*] 

1. To cloud; to darken; to hinder from a full perception of 
light, and free exercife of vifion. 

As where the Almighty's lightning brand Joes light. 

It dims the dazed even, and daunts the lenles quite. Fa. % 
It hath been obferved by the ancients, that much ufe of 
Venus doth dim the fight ; and yet eunuch's* which are unable 
to generate* arc never Fa left a ifo dim lighted. Bacon s A" Hi iL 
Every one declares againft blindnefs* ami \et who aim oft 13 
not fond of that which dims his fight? Locke. 

F^r thee l dim thdfi eyes, and ftuff this head* 

Vv ich ali fuch reading as v^as never read. Boyds Duneietd* 

2. To make left bright ; co obfeure. 

A (hip that through the ocean wide* 

By conduct of fume ihir doth make her way* 

When as a ftorm hath dimuld her trufty guide, 

Out of her courfe doth wander far aft ray. Spenfr* 

bifter, have comfort all of us have eaufe 
To wail the dimnun? of our ihinuis: ftar ; 

But ri<xiie can help ou r harms by walling them. Shale, R. III. 

Thus while he fpake* each paffion di an d his face* 
Thrice chang’d. ^ Mi. ten's Paradife h. iv. L 1 14. 
D: ME'NSION. n. j. [ dimetijco, Latin.] Space contained in 
any thing; bulk ; extent; capacity. It is fddom ufed but in 
the plural. The three dimcnfions arc length* breadrii* and depth. 

He trv’d 

The tomb, and found tlie ftrait dimenfons wide. Dry den. 

My gentleman was meafuring my walls; and taking the 
dimen fims of the room. Swift. 

D l M iriw s 1 ON L ESS. adj. [ from dime if on. ] W itl 1 out any definite 
bulk. 

Tn they paft’d 

Dimmfimlefi through hcav’nly doors. Mi herds Paradife Lof. 
DiMrA\uv£. adj. [dimenfus, Latin.] That which marks the 
boundaries or outlines. 
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ear; explanation; exoolition 


DFLUEN F. ad; [ fotxr, Latin.] Having the power to thin 
and attaniuara oilier matter. 

D/i. u r s t. n. f [ from the adjedive.J That which thins other 
nutu r. 

’1 here is no real diluent but water : every fluid is diluent, as 
i t con ta i ns Water ill it, Arbuthmt on A - i meats . 

To DILU TE v. &. [diino, Latin.] 

1. i o make thin ; to attenuate by the admixture of other parts. 

Drinking a large Jolfi of diluted tea, as flic was ordered by 
a phyiician* foe got to bed. Locke* 

f lie ulimem ought to be thin to dilute, demulcent to tem- 
per* or acid to fab due. A r but knot on Aliments. 

2 - 1 o make weak. 

ft the re I a n d hi u e ee 1 ou rs w c re ni n re di fo te and' w eak , th e 
diftance u£ Cu* Lma-'.s would be his than an inch ; and if they 
\vt,'c marc mUiiiC and fud, that d di a rice would he greater 

A 'tween- s Opt. Fra. i. 7/x u 
T chamber was dark, left fodfi colours fhould be diluted 

v the mixture o I any adventitious liuht. Netvt. 


and \ 
VuL. I 


kened Ki 


All bodies have their meafure, and their fpace ■ 

But who can draw the foul’s dimenfive lines ? Davies* 

Di mica 1 ion. h * j, ^difniLCit w, Latin.] A battle ; the act of 
fighting; comdl Di&„ 

Dx m 10 1 A f T ion* n, f [dhmdiath, Latm . ] The adt of halving ; 

di vifion into two eqtud parts. Dili, 

To DiMiNlSH. v* a. [duninuo^ Latif^J 

1. Jo make lefs by abfeiJHon or deitrudfiion of any part: the 
oppofitc to increafe. 

T bat we call good which is apt to eaufe or increafe pleafurc 
or diminifh pain in us. T.^hf 

t- - J t> impair ; to ieilen ; to degrade. 

Itilpioufly they thought 
Thee to dhmnijh, and from thee withdraw 
r I'he number ot thy worfhippers. A.i hen's Paradife Led, 

4. I 0 take any thing from that to which it belongs : the cori- 
trary to add. 

Nothing was dim ini fed from the fafetv of the kincr by the 
imprifonment of the duke. J fj i J j 

Ye fed 1 not add unto the word which I command ToT 
neither fliall you dtmtmjh aught from it. DeuU ii 

1 o UiMiViSH. V, n To grow lels j to be impaired. 

, U l ’ at i u ; ] g mcnt f t had increafes rather than dlmlnlfhcs • and 
thoughts, fuch as they are, come crowding in fo /aft upon 
me, that my only difficulty is to chufe or to“ reject. Dryden. 

■ 6 ' Y Crete’s 
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